
City of Missoula
Parks and Conservation Committee Agenda

 

 

Date: August 7, 2019, 12:30 PM - 1:30 PM

Location: City Council Chambers

140 W. Pine Street, Missoula , MT
Members: Stacie Anderson, Julie Armstrong, Mirtha Becerra, Michelle Cares, John DiBari, Heather Harp,

Jordan Hess, Gwen Jones, Julie Merritt, Jesse Ramos, Bryan von Lossberg, Heidi West

If anyone attending this meeting needs special assistance, please provide 48 hours advance notice by calling the CIty
Clerk Office  at 406-552-6079.
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PARKS & CONSERVATION COMMITTEE MINUTES 

City Council Chambers 
140 West Pine Street 
Missoula, Montana 

July 17, 2019, 9:15 AM 
 

 
 
I. Administrative Business 
 

A Roll Call -- History 

Members present: Stacie M. Anderson, Mirtha Becerra, Michelle Cares, 
Heather Harp, Jordan Hess, Gwen Jones, Julie Merritt, 
Bryan von Lossberg, Heidi West 

Members absent: Julie Armstrong, John DiBari, Jesse L. Ramos 
Others present: Donna Gaukler, Neil Miner, Morgan Valliant, Pelah Hoyt, 

Cassy Gladwin, Betsy Willett 
 
 

B Approval of July 10, 2019 Minutes -- History 

 
Minutes approved as posted. 
 

 
II. Public Comment on Items not Listed 

None 
 
III. Regular Agenda 
 

A Bluebird-North Hills Open Space Acquisition --Donna Gaukler History 

 
 

Donna Gaukler presents the Bluebird North Hills Open Space Acquisition. This acquisition 
helps accomplish some of our goals to connect neighborhoods through the Grant Creek 
Corridor.   

Peyah Hoyt, Lands Director for Five Valleys Land Trust presents. Five Valleys Land Trust 
is requesting $450,000 of Open Space Bond monies to acquire parcel.  

This acquisition will provide opportunity for a new trailhead in an area with little access to 
Open Space. Peyah presented an overview of the current conservation easement in the 
North Hills which will connect with this new acquisition. 

This acquisition meets three of the conservation values; public access, scenic values 
and plant & wildlife habitat.   

Morgan Valliant - Conservation Lands Manager Missoula Parks & Recreation, discussed 
potential of access and future connections this property could provide. develop plans for 
recreational uses and long term potential connections to other lands. Morgan reviewed the 
site conditions of the property including the current native species present there.  The plan 
is for plant preservation and to build infrastructure to protect.   

Staci Anderson stated that one of the criticisms of Open Space purchasing is taking land 
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away from affordable housing.   

Morgan Valliant stated that this area would take substantial grading, and work to develop 
and the slump area is not suitable for building. 

Brian von Lossberg asked what the status of the Wheeler Gravel Pit and the 
communication facility is.  Morgan said the pit is no longer active and the communication 
facility is a portable tower. 

Pelah Hoyt stated that the Open Space Advisory Committee voted unanimously to support, 
County Commissioners have agreed this is eligible for Open Space Bond money, and we 
have included 5 letters of support from various organizations. 

Gwen Jones asked how many acres again and Pelah stated 124 acres.   

Heidi West - How many invasive species are existing and what is the plan to manage 
them?  Morgan Valliant responded that there is unfortunately a lot, and we will need to 
invest in non-native species control.  But the location and access it provides makes this a 
critical purchase. 
 
Julie Merritt moved to set a joint public hearing with the Missoula Board of County 
Commissioners on August 12, 2019 on a resolution to expend up to $450,000 of the City’s 
portion of the 2006 Open Space Bond funds to purchase 124 acres of open space land in 
the North Hills to protect scenic open space and wildlife habitat and provide a new public 
access trailhead and recreational trail. 
 
 
Mirtha Becerra - Where will the funds come from for the trail development? 

Morgan - the Levy will help tremendously, we have options for usage of the Open Space 
bond to do trailhead development as well.  The planning for this will take around 3 years 
which gives us time to seek out other money opportunities.  The Grant Creek Trails 
Association is passionate about this area so we have their support. 

Public Comment –  

Karen Sippy - representing Grant Creek Trails Association and Conservation Lands 
Advisory Committee voiced the support of both the Association and the Committee for this 
acquisition. 

 
 

AYES: Stacie M. Anderson, Mirtha Becerra, Michelle Cares, Heather Harp, Jordan Hess, 
Gwen Jones, Julie Merritt, Bryan von Lossberg, Heidi West 
 
 
ABSENT: Julie Armstrong, John DiBari, Jesse L. Ramos 
 
 

 
 
 

B Tower Street Parking Lot Repair - FEMA Grant --David Selvage History 
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Neil Miner Missoula Parks & Recreation presents the Tower Street parking lot repair.  
Knife River had low bid.  FEMA project to do repairs from flood damage. 

Heidi West - Does this fix problems from future flood events. Neil Miner - FEMA will only 
pay for like replacement 

 

 
Stacie M. Anderson moved to approve a contract with Knife River in the amount of 
$26,967.00 for reconstruction of Tower Street Conservation Area Parking lot and authorize 
the Mayor to sign. . 
 
 
AYES: Stacie M. Anderson, Mirtha Becerra, Michelle Cares, Heather Harp, Jordan Hess, 
Gwen Jones, Julie Merritt, Bryan von Lossberg, Heidi West 
 
 
ABSENT: Julie Armstrong, John DiBari, Jesse L. Ramos 
 
 
 

 
IV. Adjournment 

Adjourned 9:53 am 
 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Betsy Willett 
Administrative Manager 
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City of Missoula, Montana 

Item to be Referred to City Council Committee 
 

Committee:  Parks and Conservation 
 
Item:  Appointment to the Energy & Climate Team 
 
Date:   August 1, 2019 
 
Sponsor(s):  Kelly Elam 
 
Prepared by: Kelly Elam 
 
Ward(s) Affected: 

☐ Ward 1 

☐ Ward 2 

 ☐ Ward 3 

 

☐ Ward 4 

☐ Ward 5 

☐ Ward 6 

☒ N/A

 
Action Required: 
Confirm Appointments to the Climate & Energy Team. 
 
 
Recommended Motion(s): 
I move the City Council: 
 
Appoint ___, regular member, ___, Alternate 1 and ___, Alternate 2 to the Energy & Climate 
Team for a terms beginning immediately and expiring on July 31, 2022. 
 
 
Timeline: 
Referral to committee: August 5, 2019 
Committee discussion: TBA 
Council acts to set hearing: NA  
Public Hearing: NA 
Deadline: NA 
 
Background and Alternatives Explored:  Three regular member terms expired on July 31, 
2019.  Marcia Brownlee chose not to reapply and Craig Couch resigned on June 13.  Joshua 
Nichols, Alternate 1 and Christopher Rowe, Alternate 2 will become regular members.  One 
regular member and Alternate 1 and Alternate 2 will be appointed by council. The vacancies were 
advertised and we received six applications. 
 
Bart Mihailovich (chair) reapply 
David Ashworth – new applicant 
Olivia Alexander-Leeder – new applicant 
Jeremy Flesch – new applicant 
Scott McNall – new applicant 
Ellis Walker-Keleher – new applicant 
 
Financial Implications:  None. 
 
Links to external websites:  Energy & Climate Team City webpage 
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August 2017 E&C Questions 

Energy & Climate Team (E&C)        

Interview Questions 
 
 

1. What is your interest in serving on the E&C Team? 
 

 
2. Are you familiar with the City’s Energy Conservation and Climate Action Plan? 

 

 
3. Do you have any personal or professional expertise that relates to one of the designated 

categories? 
 

 
4. What issues do you consider important for the team to consider? 

 

 
5. Can you provide an example of a time when you have had to compromise, collaborate or 

deal with conflict and what were the results of your efforts? 
 

 
6. How would you describe the level of urgency associated with addressing climate change? 

How do you talk with people who have a different sense of urgency? 
 
7. The E&C is currently scheduled to meet monthly at a time designated by the committee.  

After a new chair is elected in the near future, the meeting schedule will probably be 
revised to four times a year, and possibly meeting in the evening.  Do you have the time 
to attend meetings and do the research necessary to participate in committee activities?  
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OLIVIA LEEDER
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Motivated and creative graduate student

with ample experience working in fast-

paced, high-energy environments. Quick-

learner with a personality that is eager

to gain on-the-job experience. Strong

academic background in policy and

community development research with a

drive to utilize intuitive organizational

and interpersonal skills to support

progressive social and economic

intiatives within the community. 

AREAS OF EXPERTISE
Excellent written and verbal
communication
Office organizational skills, including
filing, scheduling, maintenance, and
data-entry
Microsoft Office Suite, including Word,        
Excel, PowerPoint, and Outlook
Customer service and professionalism--
in-person and via telephone contact
Legal, marketing, and scientific
research
Excellent mathematical and analytical

ability

CONTACT INFORMATION
Cell:(775) 200-3963
 
Email: oliviaaleeder@gmail.com 

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

Maintain and file all electronic and physical materials  that pertain to

billing/legal cases

Run and distribute documents  

Provide general office support where needed

File Clerk
Williams Law Firm
July 2018- present

Present educational materials for a physics laboratory class

Provide constructive feedback and support for students 

Coordinate study materials and deadlines 

Graduate Teaching Assistant
University of Montana
Aug. 2018-May 2019

PREVIOUS EDUCATION

Emphasis in Policy and Economics (Public FInance)

Current 3.9 GPA

University of Montana
Master of Science in Environmental Studies, In Progress

3.6 in major GPA

University of Nevada, Reno
Bachelor of Science in Biology, 2017

Bachelor of Science in Environmental Science, 2017
3.8  in major GPA

Provide information and promotional materials

Create and maintain an entertaining and fun atmosphere 

Promote nightclubs and special events for casinos in  Reno/Lake Tahoe  

Performer/ Promotional Liaison
BLV Productions
Jul. 2016- Jul. 2018

Apply knowledge of biochemistry to assist researchers

Data entry; record maintenance 

General work space maintenance

Research Assistant
University of Nevada, Reno; Biochemistry Department
Dec. 2013-Jan. 2015

Sales Specialist
Victoria's Secret
Aug. 2013- Aug.2017

Lead and educate a sales team to meet and exceed goals

Track sales and support associate-mediated sales

Promoted after holding sales associate position from Aug. 2013- Nov. 2016.
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