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Agenda~

• Why Census Data?

• American Community Survey

• Narrative Profiles

• Data Profiles

• Census.gov/QuickFacts

• data.census.gov

• Resources

• Q&A

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs
https://www.census.gov/acs/www/data/data-tables-and-tools/narrative-profiles/
https://www.census.gov/acs/www/data/data-tables-and-tools/data-profiles/
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045219
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/
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Cities/CDPs

Courtesy of Andrew Hait

Andrew.W.Hait@census.gov

https://www.census.gov/library/video/acs_block_group.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/geography/about/glossary.html:~:text=Block%20Groups%20(BGs)%20are%20statistical,data%20and%20control%20block%20numbering.


The ACS, American Community Survey

• Is a survey of 3.5 million addresses per year and informs 
Federal government spending of over $675 billion

• It covers over 40 topics, supports over 300 evidence-based 
Federal government uses, and produces 11 billion estimates 
each year

• Three key annual data releases 

• 1-year Estimates (areas w/ population of 65,000+)

• 1-year Supplemental Estimates (areas w/ population of 
20,000+) 

• 5-year Estimates (all areas) Ideal for analyzing data for 
small population groups 
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The American Community Survey (ACS) is the nation’s most current, reliable, and 
accessible data source for local statistics on critical planning topics such as age, 
number of children, veterans, commuting, education, income, and employment. It 
provides social and economic data for local governments, service-based organizations, 
businesses and all end users.

American Community Survey 

• Conducted every month and  year

• Sent to a SAMPLE of addresses (about 3.5 
million per year) in the United States, DC, 
and Puerto Rico

• Asks questions about topics such as 
education, employment, and 
transportation

• Provides current information about 
communities every year

Decennial/2020 Census

• Conducted every 10 Years

• Counts every person living in the U.S., 
District of Columbia and the five 
Territories

• Shorter list of questions, such as age, sex, 
race, and owner/renter status

• Provides an official count of the nation’s 
population
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ACS Content - is designed to meet the needs of federal government agencies and is a rich source of local area 
information useful to state, local, and tribal governments, universities, and businesses.
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How to Access Data 
@data.census.gov The vision for 

data.census.gov is to 
improve the customer 
experience by making data 
available from one 
centralized place so that 
data users spend less time 
searching for data and 
content, and more time 
using it.
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https://data.census.gov/cedsci/


Redistricting 
Data

August 16th - Legacy Files

End of September – all files (DVDs and jump drives)


