
Missoula City Council
October 25, 2021



Agenda Items

• Adopt/Deny the Long Range Transportation Plan, 
Missoula Connect, as an issue plan to the 2035 City 
of Missoula Growth Policy



Proposal 
The Missoula Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) is a comprehensive 
policy document aimed at guiding transportation investment within the 
Missoula Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA). Missoula Connect supports 
comprehensive planning for Missoula, as an Issue Plan, as described in the 
2035 Missoula City Growth Policy.

Issue plans provide detailed analyses and policy guidance on specific 
infrastructure, facilities, development, or conservation issues identified in 
the Growth Policy



MPO Purpose

• Conduct continuing, comprehensive, & coordinated 
(“3-Cs”) regional transportation planning program;

• Meet regional transportation planning needs of state 
& local agencies & help them secure federal funds for 
the region;

• Encourage intergovernmental cooperation; 
• Provide information for government agencies, public 

and private sector organizations; and
• Ensure development & implementation of a fully 

integrated multimodal transportation plan that meets 
all Federal mandates.



MPO Purpose and Planning Area
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Presentation Notes
Conduct continuing, comprehensive, & coordinated (“3-Cs”) regional transportation planning program;
Meet regional transportation planning needs of state & local agencies & help them secure federal funds for the region;
Encourage intergovernmental cooperation; 
Provide information for government agencies, public and private sector organizations; and
Ensure development & implementation of a fully integrated multimodal transportation plan that meets all Federal mandates.



Plan Relationship
City/County Growth Policies

Missoula Connect

2011 Active 
Transportation Plan

City/County Parks 
Master Plan

Sidewalk Master Plan

2013 Community 
Transportation Safety 

Plan

MUTD – Mountain 
Line

Missoula 
Redevelopment 

Agency

Bike Master Plan



How the LRTP Works

• Updated every 4 years

• 30-year planning horizon

• The Plan is fiscally constrained and cannot 
allocate funding to committed and 
recommended projects beyond the estimated 
funding available over the next 30 years (2050).





Community Outreach
• 2019 Missoula Area Transportation Survey

• Outreach Online

• Surveys & Mapping Activities 

• Workshops & Events

• Virtual Engagement 

• Printed Materials 
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Big Sky PR
 In response to COVID-19, all Missoula Connect engagement activities shifted to online and virtual formats in mid-March 2020 to ensure the safety of residents and staff. Despite the limitations of virtual engagement, people from all parts of the region provided input to help create this plan



LRTP Goals

• Improve Safety and promote health to enhance quality of life
• Advance sustainability and community resilience to protect natural resources and 

address climate change

• Expand mobility choices to improve efficiency and accessibility for people and 
goods

• Connect and strengthen communities to create a more equitable region
• Maintain assets and invest strategically to boost economic vitality



Funding the Plan
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Prioritized discretionary funding – besides transit and maintenance 



Funding the Plan
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There is an additional $2.4 million of discretionary funds available to support programs identified in Chapter 7. Transportation Options Policy/ Parking and Curb space Mgmt Plan/ Inteligent Transportation Systems and Signal Coordination/ Community Car Share



Example Programs & Policies

• Community Car Share
• Zero-Emissions Fleet Conversion
• Transportation Options Policy
• Parking and Curbside Management Plan
• Freight and Goods Delivery Management
• Safe Routes to Transit



Growth Policy Goals & Objectives



Growth Policy Goals & Objectives



Growth Policy Objectives Supported by the LRTP

• Formulate land use policy that supports compact 
development, transit and multi-modal accessibility

• Support land use policy based upon transit and multi-modal 
transportation alternatives, and Focus Inward concepts

• Continue to build and maintain the core transportation 
facilities that contribute to Missoula’s overall quality of life 
and economic advantages, including streets/roads, 
Interstate highway, and non-motorized trail and pathway 
system;



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Formulate land use policy that supports compact development, transit and multi-modal accessibility: Increasing connectivity and supporting growth



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Transit oriented development, Support land use policy based upon transit and multi-modal transportation optioins, and Focus Inward concepts



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Serving as a community anchor, a mobility hub is a welcoming environment that connects multimodal transportation options and supportive amenities
Dedicated car sharing parking, charging stations, wayfinding, bus shelters 



Adoption & Growth Policy 
Conformity
• The Transportation Technical Advisory Committee recommended TPCC 

Plan adoption on June 3, 2021.
• The Transportation Policy Coordinating Committee adopted the Plan on 

June 15, 2021.

• The final fiscal constraint and air quality conformity requirements were 
approved by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal 
Transit Administration (FTA), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and 
the Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) on July 26, 2021.

• Planning Board recommended adoption of conformity to 2035 Missoula 
City Growth Policy, as an Issue Plan on September 7, 2021

• Request City Council approval of the LRTP as an Issue Plan to the 2035 
Missoula City Growth Policy



Staff Recommendation

Recommended Motion: 

Adopt the Long Range Transportation Plan, Missoula Connect, as an issue 
plan to the 2035 City of Missoula Growth Policy
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