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Our Missoula Growth Policy: 5-Year Review

MCA 76-1-601(3)(f): 
(A growth policy must include) an implementation strategy that includes:

MCA 76-1-601(3)(f)(ii): 
a list of conditions that will lead to a revision of the growth policy; and
MCA 76-1-601(3)(f)(iii): 

a timetable for reviewing the growth policy at least once every 5 
years and revising the policy if necessary
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Our Missoula Growth Policy: 5-Year Review

Resources:
City Webpage: 
https://www.ci.missoula.mt.us/1748/Our-Missoula-Growth-Policy

Materials:
• Growth Policy Document
• Future Land Use Map (FLUM)
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Our Missoula Growth Policy: 5-Year Review

Organization:

Introduction
• Letter to the 

Community
• Vision Statement
• Plan Organization

-Sustainability
• Public Participation 

Summary
Assets and Challenges

The 6 Elements
• Livability
• Safety & Wellness
• Economic Health
• Housing
• Community Design
• Environmental 

Quality
(Goals/Objectives)

Actions and 
Outcomes
• Priority Actions
• Full List of 

Actions

Land Use 
Recommendations

Subdivision Regulations

Cooperation and 
Coordination

Growth Policy Amendment 
Processes
Appendices
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Associated Future Land Use Map (FLUM):
*Informed by Land Use Recommendations Chapter

Resources:
What’s My Zoning interactive map:
http://www.ci.missoula.mt.us/1529/Whats-
My-Zoning
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1. Changes in the legal framework regarding Growth Policy or its implementation;

2. Significant changes in existing conditions and projected trends;

3. Changes in the circumstances upon which the goals and objectives are based;

4. Changes in community goals;

5. Degree to which meeting goals and objectives have been met;

6. Completion of implementation strategies;

7. Deviation from implementation timetable;

8. Public input suggesting the need to make changes; and,

9. Knowledge of specific and identifiable amendments that would improve the Growth Policy’s 
usefulness, so that it better serves the public.
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Our Missoula Growth Policy: 5-Year Review

Goals Objectives Actions

83 296 269
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Priority Action Status 
Type

# Priority Actions by 
Status  (as of 2019)

# Priority Actions by 
Status  (as of 2021)

Ongoing (new actions 
have been completed)

19 42

Ongoing (new actions not 
yet completed)

12 4

Ongoing (no new actions) 18 4

Not ongoing, no new 
actions

2 1
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Priority Action 
Theme

Ongoing 
(new actions have been 
completed 

Ongoing 
(new actions not yet 
completed)

Ongoing 
(no new actions)

Not ongoing, 
no new actions

Quality 
Community

7 1

Resilient 
Community

4 2 1

Compact 
Community

8

Sustainable 
Community

6 1

Affordable 
Community

5 1 1

Accessible 
Community

7

Natural 
Community

5 1 1
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Priority Action 
Timetable Designation 

Number of Actions 
Designated in this 
Category

Near Term 119
Mid Term 101
Long Term 39
Ongoing 21
Total 269*
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Our Missoula Growth Policy: 5-Year Review

• Internal Staff Review: Community Planning Division
• Inter-Departmental Functional Working Group
• Engage Missoula Project Page
• Community Forum: 09/23/2021
• TTAC: 10/07/2021
• Planning Board: 10/05/2021
• LUP Committee: 10/27/2021
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• Interest in how the Growth Policy and land use map should coordinate 
with the urban fringe areas and current County rezoning process.

• Address homelessness and air quality more directly in the Growth 
Policy.

• Development of the Growth Policy is a tremendous document, and 
something to be proud of.  The zoning was never updated fully to match 
the new policy. Our code should meet our policy. 
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Our Missoula Growth Policy: 5-Year Review

• The issues that stand out as our most pressing issues are: housing, community change 
due to development, equity and poverty, and resiliency to climate change

• High volume of policy work has been done since the adoption of the growth policy; 
implementation of policy needs to catch up

• Actions update shows that almost all priority actions are being, or have been, 
implemented. But the full list of actions should be updated.

• Community Profile update will be key, but will likely still not provide a full picture

• The issues/challenges facing our community are not new (*covid is the exception), but 
several are even more urgent. 
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• Update the Community Profile 
• Refine/reorganize actions
• Streamline the document, including 

goals/objectives/actions
• Update for new terms/departments/etc
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• Evaluate and Consider Updates/Changes to the Land Use 
Map

• Consider and Evaluate Updates/Changes to Land Use 
Designations

• Better address equity in the growth policy
• Incorporate OMDG into the Community Profile and Land 

Use Recommendations
• Clarify how issue and neighborhood plans inform the 

growth policy, and vice versa
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• Create a Growth Policy User Guide
• Establish an ongoing implementation team
• Improve data availability and useability, including improved 

KPI’s
• Increase public participation and engagement with 

education and amendments
• Explore enhanced web presence
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