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City of Missoula, Montana
City Council Committee Agenda Item

Committee: Public Safety, Health and Operations
Item: A resolution supporting entheogenic plant practices
Date: May 18, 2022
Sponsor(s): Daniel Carlino; Kristen Jordan
Prepared by: City Clerk Office
Ward(s) Affected:
O Ward1 O Ward4
O Ward?2 O Ward5
O Ward 3 O Ward6
All Wards O NA

Action Required:
Consider, discuss, and approve a resolution addressing entheogenic plant practices in the City of
Missoula.

Recommended Motion(s):
Adopt a resolution addressing entheogenic plant practices in the City of Missoulaa.

Timeline:

Committee discussion: April 20, 2022
Council action (or sets hearing): TBD

Public Hearing (if required): n/a

Final Consideration n/a

Deadline: n/a

Background and Alternatives Explored:

Practices with entheogenic plants and fungi have been considered sacred to human cultures for
thousands of years, and the use of entheogenic plants have shown to be beneficial to the health
and well-being of individuals and communities in addressing mental disorders and illnesses via
scientific and clinical studies. However, in 1970 the federal government criminalized most
entheogenic plants and fungi in the United States.

The criminalization of entheogenic plants and fungi has disproportionately harmed vulnerable
populations. The criminalization has increased difficulty for affected Missoulians to have access
to affordable, secure housing, stable employment, and non-bias information. The greater weight
of the social, cultural, and economic impacts has disproportionately harmed minorities and the
disadvantaged.

However, there is a movement across the country with dozens of local and state governments
involved to stop further harm from the criminalization of entheogenic plants and fungi. This
resolution recommends that we join that movement of reducing harm to humans by declaring that
the investigation and arrest of individuals involved solely with the adult use of entheogenic plants
be not a funding priority for the City of Missoula



Financial Implications: N/A

Links to external websites: These municipalities passed very similar resolutions: Oakland, CA ,
Santa Cruz, CA, Ann Arbor, Ml , Washington DC , Somerville, MA , Cambridge, MA ,
Northampton, MA , Easthampton, MA , Washtenaw County, Ml , Grand Rapids, M| , Hazel
Park, Ml Seattle, WA , Arcata, CA , Detroit, Ml , Port Townsend, WA



https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2019/06/05/oakland-decriminalizes-magic-mushrooms-other-natural-psychedelics/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/01/30/us/santa-cruz-mushrooms-psychedelics-trnd/index.html
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/michigan/articles/2020-09-26/ann-arbor-decriminalizes-magic-mushrooms-psychedelic-plants
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/dc-politics/dc-magic-mushrooms-result/2020/11/03/bb929e86-1abc-11eb-bb35-2dcfdab0a345_story.html
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/somerville-massachusetts-psychedelics-magic-mushrooms-decriminalize-1115198/
https://www.cambridgeday.com/2021/02/04/war-on-use-of-mushrooms-cacti-and-ayahuasca-has-been-called-off-in-cambridge-by-council-order/
https://www.masslive.com/politics/2021/04/northampton-city-council-votes-in-support-of-decriminalizing-psychedelic-drugs.html
https://www.wbur.org/news/2021/10/21/easthampton-psychedelic-plant-decriminalization
https://www.washtenaw.org/DocumentCenter/View/19155/Entheogenic-Plants-Policy
https://www.wzzm13.com/article/news/grand-rapids-city-commissioners-show-support-in-decriminalizing-psychedelic-mushrooms/69-c9baaf8f-9c12-4356-a138-259a9b9e1665
https://www.metrotimes.com/weed/hazel-park-becomes-third-michigan-city-to-decriminalize-natural-psychedelics-29617358
https://www.metrotimes.com/weed/hazel-park-becomes-third-michigan-city-to-decriminalize-natural-psychedelics-29617358
https://www.king5.com/article/news/local/seattle/seattle-city-council-favor-decriminalize-psychedelic-drugs/281-23bee413-1898-41fd-8850-31ecc38ea621
https://krcrtv.com/north-coast-news/eureka-local-news/arcata-city-council-votes-unanimously-to-decriminalize-entheogenic-plants-and-fungi
https://wdet.org/posts/2021/11/02/91658-detroit-voters-approve-decriminalization-of-magic-mushrooms-and-other-entheogenic-plants/
https://www.marijuanamoment.net/another-washington-city-moves-to-decriminalize-psychedelics-with-unanimous-council-vote/

