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Application Form--Food Policy Advisory Board - Submission #28727

Date Submitted: 11/9/2021

Thank you for your interest!

Applications are due November 12, 2021 by 5 p.m. Interviews will be conducted as a ZOOM webinar. The
City Clerk Office will contact you to schedule an interview.

Please note: All applications are included in City Council packets and published on the City website.

Which position(s) are you applying for?*

Please check all the positions that apply.

Regular Member
[C] Alternate Member

Name:*

Email:

Katie Karas

katie.karas@umt.edu

Daytime Phone:*

Alternate Contact Phone:

(406) 243 5540

(410) 446 2578

Street Address:*

City, State:*

Zip:*

604 Marshall Street

Missoula, MT

59801

Is your street address the same
as your mailing address?*

@ Yes

& No

Mailing Address:*

City, State:*

Zip:*

Do you live in City limits?*

@ Yes

i No
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How long have you been a city resident? In which ward do you reside?

8 years 2
Are you a U.S. citizen?* Are you registered to vote?*
@ Yes @ Yes
& No & No
Current Occupation:* Current Employer:*
Social Worker University of Montana & Self-Employed

If you'd like, you can attach a resume or other document for the City Council
to consider.

Karas Resume (ADFE).pdf
Note: Maximum file upload is 4 MB

Briefly describe your educational background:*

| earned a B.A. in International Relations from the University of Pennsylvania in 2010. Shortly afterwards |
moved to Bozeman and then Missoula, where I've made my home. By that point | had decided that my
18-year old dream of being a global journalist was no longer relevant. After working at many Missoula social
service mainstays | decided to pursue my MSW degree at the University of Washington. | returned to
Missoula immediately after earning my MSW and have been living and working here since.

List of community service experience:*

Since | moved to Missoula my work choices have been aligned with my values. | worked at the Poverello Center
for years in nearly every direct service role that they have, in addition to working with Youth Homes through their
residential program and their wilderness therapy program. After | obtained my MSW degree | began working as
a child and family therapist with Partnership for Children. My commitments to these jobs have not left much time
and emotional energy for outside volunteer work, but | do feel as though my career and involvement in
community events have fostered in me a strong commitment to this community.

What is your interest in serving on this board, commission, or committee?*

In the past year | have made a career transition from working full-time as a therapist to now being a full-time faculty member
at the University of Montana, with my therapy work on the side. This transition has allowed me to reflect on my values and
skills. While | am deeply fulfilled by both of my current lines of work, | would like to be more involved in promoting social
justice at the community and policy levels, and | see this opportunity as a chance to move towards those goals.

Do you have any special knowledge, interest, or experience that would qualify you for a position on this board,
commission, or committee?*

https://www.ci.missoula.mt.us/Admin/FormCenter/Submissions/Print/28727[1/5/2022 1:25:58 PM]



In my clinical work as a child and family therapist | have worked closely with families in Missoula who are deeply
impacted by poverty and food insecurity. | have viscerally felt the hopelessness of working towards addressing
mental health when a family system is not able to meet their basic needs. Additionally, in my faculty role at the
University of Montana's School of Social Work | am responsible for supporting students in obtaining and
completing their internships. This has allowed me to build strong connections with social service agencies in and
around Missoula, including many agencies that address food insecurity.

Please provide two references.

Reference 1

Kat Werner (she/her) - (406) 243 5589 (The phone | |40(406) 24(406) 243 55893 55896) 243 5589243
box was not allowing me to enter a number) 5589

I
Name:’i

Andi Hoelzel (they/them) |

If you'd prefer, you can mail or deliver your completed application and attachments to:
City Clerk Office

435 Ryman St.

Missoula, MT 59802

*There is a drop box located at the Ryman Street entrance where you ||| EEGTGEGEG
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