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MRA Project Summary 
February 13, 2023 

Urban Renewal District:  Front Street URD 

City Council Ward: 1 

Neighborhood:  Heart of Missoula 

Name of Project:  South Pattee Streetlight Replacement– Request for Funding 

Project Location:  200 Block of South Pattee Street 

TIF Investment:  $ 47,300 

Project Description: Northwestern Energy’s electrical substation located adjacent to S. 
Pattee St. is being reconstructed and the overhead wiring is being relocated underground. 
This project presents the opportunity to continue replacement of car centric obsolete 
streetlights by replacing the two streetlights located on that block with the downtown City 
standard lights, eliminate the overhead lines serving the lights, and widen the sidewalk by 
locating the new lights between the sidewalk and the substation.  

Cost Breakdown of TIF/CCP/CRLP Funds: 
TIF Funds - $47,300  

Unique Public Purpose or Benefit: This use of TIF funds allows MRA to continue the 
incremental replacement of obsolete streetlights in the downtown, provide improved 
pedestrian lighting, eliminate unsightly overhead wiring and widen a substandard sidewalk. 

Tax Increment Investment:  MRA will partner with City Public Works & Mobility to fund the 
replacement of two streetlights in conjunction with the Northwestern Energy’s 
reconstruction of the electrical substation at a cost of $47,300. 

District Sunset Date:  2046
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M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: MRA Board of Commissioners 

FROM: Ellen Buchanan, Director EB 

DATE: February 10, 2023 

SUBJECT: South Pattee Streetlight Replacement 

Northwestern Energy (NWE) is in the process of replacing their electrical substation located 
adjacent to the 200 block of South Pattee Street.  As part of that project, all of their overhead 
wiring and poles will be removed on the west side of the block.  The project will result in 
modifications to two streetlights on the west side of the street next to the substation and new 
wall which will surround the equipment.  The existing streetlights are located in the sidewalk 
which is already substandard in width.  The lights are extremely unsightly consisting of two 
older wood poles with lights, a wood service pole and overhead wires.  There are four options 
available to us with this project.  1) Do nothing and leave the three poles, 2 lights and 1 
service pole, in place; 2) have NWE relocate the poles closer to the substation and out of the 
sidewalk, retaining the overhead lines; 3) relocate the existing poles out of the sidewalk, 
remove the overhead wires and place them in concrete; or, 4) replace the old fixtures with the 
City standard downtown light poles and luminaires with underground wiring.  Option 1 is the 
only one that results in no cost to NWE and is what they would chose to do without funding 
from the City.  The cost estimates for options 2 & 3 are considerably less than the 4th option 
with each likely under $10,000. 

MRA has been replacing the older streetlights with the new City standard downtown lights 
incrementally as both public and private projects provide the opportunity when there are 
adequate resources available.  TIF has been used to pay for the upgraded lighting on 
projects like the new banks and hotels and intersection improvements being carried out by 
the Montana Department of Transportation (MDT).  This NWE project presents an opportunity 
to clean up an unsightly streetscape, install appropriate pedestrian lighting and widen the 
sidewalk.  The new substation surrounded by the wall which will be used to display large art 
and this new lighting will be transformative for that block of Pattee Street. 

The City’s Public Works & Mobility Department solicited bids for this streetlight project and 
received a low bid of $47,300.  The bid range was $47,300 - $56,000.  This is higher than 
what we have seen in the past or had anticipated; however, like everything else, the price of 
materials has increased significantly.  Steve Reichert is managing this project and is 
confident that we will not be able to get better pricing by reissuing the bid.  Steve will be 
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attending the Board meeting and can answer any questions that you might have.  I have 
attached a copy of the plans showing the location of the new streetlights and the spec sheet 
for the downtown City standard light.   

This would be paid for using TIF funds from the Front Street URD which has just over $1M in 
unencumbered funds and staff believes that an expenditure of $47,300 will not adversely 
impact MRA’s ability to carry out projects in the District for the remainder of FY23. 

City of Missoula Strategic Plan  
This investment in the continuing effort to create a safer, more walkable and inviting 
downtown meets the strategic goals in the City of Missoula Strategic Plan as follows: 

• Safety and Wellness – Invest in transportation projects and create complete multi-
modal networks that are comfortable, safe and accessible for people of all ages and
all abilities.

• Community Design and Livability – Ensure pedestrian, bike and bus facilities connect
residents to work, school, recreation, services and other amenities.

Recommendation:  Staff recommends that the MRA Board approve an expenditure of 
$47,300 for the replacement of two streetlights on the west side of the 200 block of 
South Pattee Street with the downtown City standard pedestrian streetlights to be 
located between the sidewalk and the NWE substation and authorize staff to work 
with City Public Works & Mobility to execute any required agreements.   
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