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Timeline 1878 — early Missoula residents host a ‘strawberry 
festival’ in order to raise funds to fence the town’s 
cemetery, the first mention of the cemetery in the 
newspaper record.

—Burials at this point include some of the town’s first 
settlers, including Frank Worden, but few if any 
Chinese.

1883 — Missoula is incorporated as a town by the 
Montana legislature. In enumerating the town 
boundaries, the legislature refers to the Missoula 
cemetery. 



Timeline 1884/1885 — Cemetery begins to fall into disarray due 
to vandalism and neglect. City council tasks a 
committee of Missoulians concerned with the upkeep 
of the cemetery. 



As White Missoulians begin to remove bodies to the new 
cemetery, Chinese people comprise the majority of new 
burials at the old cemetery



Timeline —As the cemetery falls into neglect, it becomes 
increasingly used by Missoula’s Chinese, who 
observed the traditional burial practice of exhumation.

—Remains were intended to be returned back to the 
deceased’s ancestral homelands in Southern China 
traveling on a global web of commerce which 
connected Montana and China





1914 — Burials no longer occur at the gravesite. 

“Houses were built over all remaining graves, (most of 
them unmarked) save that of Fred Worden.”
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