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Exterior improvements to the National Register Listed Hammond Arcade

The Hammond Arcade: 101 S Higgins Ave. Missoula Montana

The Hammond Arcade, listed on the National Register of Historic Places, is a single
story commercial building constructed in 1934 after a fire in the early 1930s destroyed the
original Hammond building that stood in its place, at the corner of Front and Higgins in
downtown Missoula. Designed by R. C. Hugenin, the Hammond Arcade is a fine example of
commercial art deco architecture, which is one of the reasons for its historic significance. The
polychrome masonry facades, stepped roofline battlements, and original color pallet all accent
the interior arcade, which stood out during this era of building.

Also notable on the historic listing, is the construction of the Hammond Arcade during the
great depression era, an otherwise quiet time for commercial building in Missoula. The arcade
also housed numerous Missoula businesses throughout the era, gaining local popularity beyond
its architectural significance, creating a reputation as a commercial hub.

While much of the historic integrity of the Hammond arcade remains, minor renovation
and deferred maintenance throughout the years has led to the slow degradation of the buildings
original luster. The masonry battlements on the street facades are deteriorating, the storefront
glazing has been altered at the street level, with the majority of the upper glazing boarded over,
and some of the original basement openings, namely a coal delivery door, have been closed off.
The intent with the proposed exterior alterations, is to restore the building to its best state, while
improving natural light and accessibility throughout.

This effort will be visible from the street facades, with the removal of the deteriorating
awning, which currently leaks and sinks in its run along higgins ave. New, smaller awnings
above the entrances to the interior arcade will be a tip of the hat to the original, which opening
up the sidewalk and facade to new light and visibility from the pedestrian level, similar to the
storefronts that existed prior to the fire. In the back of the building, the alley will be rejuvenated
with a new deck to create common outdoor space for the upstairs businesses, promoting alley
traffic. Simultaneously, the doors and windows at the back of the building will be opened up to
allow more natural light, and improve accessibility to the basement level, which will bring foot

traffic through the arcade.
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This form is lor use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibiiily for individual properties or dislricts. See instructions in Guidslines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Builelin 16). Complete each item by marking “'x" in the appropriate bax or by entering
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1. Name of Property

historic name Hammond Arcade

othar names/sile number

2, Location

sirset & number 101 South Higgins Avenue izl not for publication
cis town | Missoula . nlfa] vicinity
siz'a Montana code 030 county Missoula code 063 zip coge 59802

3, Classification

Creinership of Property : Category of Property Number of Resources within Praperty
Z privale I_Td building{s) * Contributing Noncontributing
"~ public-ocal [ district 1 ' buildings
: public-Stale D site sites
: public-Federal ) D structure ' e cemtueRf, .
[ object objects
1 Total
e of r_elale[d multiple properly listing: Number of contributing resources previcusly
storical Resources in Missoula, 1864-1940 listed in the National FRegister _ Q0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification -

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
X_nomination (] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part &0,
in my opinion, the property meets Ddoes not meet the Nationa! Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

Signature of cerifying official Date

Siale or Federal agency and bureau ‘ ) s J

Signature of commenting or other official Data

] In my epinion, the property Dmeets Ddoes not meel the National Register criteria. DSae continuation sheet.
{

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. MNational Park Service Certification

|, hereby, cenify that this property is:

E:entered in the National Register.
*_}See continuation sheet,

| determined eligible for the National

Register. [ ] see continuation sheet.

" determined nat eligible for the
National Register.

Eremoved from the National Register.

Signature of the Kaeper Dats of Action



6. Function or Use

Historie Functions {enter categories from instructions) Cutrent Functions (enter categories from instructions) ™ ¢
Commercial arcade Commercial arcade

7. Description

Art Deco

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories trom instructions) )
' foundation __CONcrete

walls brick

roof asphalt

other _cCeramic tile

Drescribe present and historic physical appearance.

The Hammond Arcade is a one-story, irregular shaped, Art Deco style
brick commercial building with five front bays and five north-side
bays, all demarcated by stepped polychrome brick battlements,
polychrome brick walls, a fixed metal wrap—around awning, and concrete
foundation. The building is located at the southeast corner of Higgins
Avenue and Front Street, the center of the historic commercial core in
a half block of one-story historic commercial buildings, some of which
have been remodeled. However, the historic fabric of the iptersection
at which this building is located is generally intact. .

The building's basic construction consists of vertical concrete columns
connected by nonbearing brick walls. The building features an interior
arcade or mall. The top of the building has a flat header cornice
interrupted by battlements (six on the north side of the building and
nine on the east side of the building). Unigue header and stretcher
detailing runs vertically from just above the doors and windows to the
top of the battlements. Vertical stretchers serve as lintels above
glass or masonite panels located just above the metal awning that
divides the upper and lower halves of the building. Brick veneered
concrete pilasters divide bays at lower half of the north side of the
building at the same intervals where the battlements are placed.
Ceramic tile (about 5"x 5") depicting pastoral scenery and tipis are
located at about the 6 1/2-foot level of the pilasters. One bay on the
lower half of the building displays unique polychrome detailing. East
side of the building has five bays, which are more widely spaced than
the northside bays. The east side of the building has nine battlements,
spaced about equally to those on the north side of the building.

Windows and doors on both sides of the building are metal frame. Most
of the windows retain their aprons. The shop on the northeast corner of
the building has recently been remodeled and has a ceramic tile apron
with a variety of sizes and designs, and anodized metal frame doors and
windows. The polychroming of the building is pronounced. The main body
of the building is done in red, green, brown, and caramel-colored
brick. Detailing is done with horizontal cream-colored headers and
stretchers. The wrap-around metal awning is an original part of the

- — K] ses continuation sheet
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building. It is secured to the building by iron bolts and long iron
rods. The canopy is about 12 inches thick and has metal trim. Inverted,
triangular, illuminated metal and plastic store signs hang from the
underside of the canopy. Metal signs are secured to each side of the

northside entryway to the interior arcade and read, "Hammond Arcade
Building." '

The rear of the building has two floors because the building is built
on a slope. The concrete columns and reinforced concrete floors at the
top and bottom of the second floor (the street side first floor) are
visible. The top and bottom floors are stretcher bond brick. The top
floor has a header cornice, metal gutter, five bays with metal frame,
multi-pane windows with imbedded wire mesh and header.. sill&a..The.qround
level floor has two fixed metal frame three-light windows and stretcher
sills. A steel fire escape is attached to the rear of the building.

The interior arcade exhibits the same design pattern as the outside of
che building with vertical brick pilasters separating wood frame
windows with narrow metal trim and wood frame wood doors with vertical
full-length glass panels and wood frame transoms. The wood is a
natural , light brown finish. The upper half of the interior arcade is
plaster wall with a broad-gauged, multi-layered molding along the
ceiling. Scalloped pattern wood course separates the top and lower
levels of the arcade. Skylights are located in the arcade. The floor of
the arcade is recently applied ceramic tile. A two-tiered stairway with
a landing is located in the arcade. It has a decorative wrought iron
railing with a molded wood banister. The steps are granite. The landing
consists of a variety of blue, light gray, and green ceramic tile in
different sizes, which is original.

The building has generally good inteqgrity except for the remodeling of
some of the outside doors and windows, particularly the commercial
space at the building's northeast corner, with its exterior ceramic
tile apron. Some of the original wood frame fixed windows and the
aprons between the base of the windows and the sidewalk have been
removed and replaced with full-length plate glass windows. However, the
aprons of most of the shops remain, as do some of the wood frame plate
glass windows with their original wood frames and narrow metal trim,
similar to the windows in the interior arcade.
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The interior arcade retains its original design and materials
integrity, except for the recent replacement of the original

octagonal-shaped floor tile with the existing
ceilings of some of the shops also have been 1
thirds of the skylights originally located in
covered over. A large entryway at the lower le
building, which was originally used for the de
infilled with concrete block.

brown ceramic tile. The
owered and about two-
the shops have been

vel at the rear of the
livery of coal, has been



U : 1 Stalement of Signillcance = ) T
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties!

. D nationally [:] statewide . 1% Jlocally -

Applicable National Register Critsria Xla Os [Hc Oo

writeria Considarations (Excaptions) Oa ds I:]C O Qe OF Oe

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates i
Architecture 1934-1940 1934 o

Commerce

Cuiltural Aftiliation
n/a

Significant Person . Architect/Builder :
n/a R. C. Hugenin i

State significance of property, and justiy criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. i

The Hammond Arcade qualifies for listing in the National Register of i
Historic Places under criterion A because it was one of the few
commercial buildings constructed in Missoula during..the.bDrRprassian.and
maintains a strong association for the city with that period. Its
construction helped to stimulate the economy of the city and the
building was occupied by a number of long-term Missoula area

businesses during the Depression era. Its historic location and unigue
and attractive interior arcade was the major reason for its popularity
and use by businesses and professionals.

The building also gualifies for listing in the National Register under -
criterion C as an excellent example of Art Deco commercial ;
architecture. 1Its concrete column construction, stepped ornamental
polychrome battlements, the variety of soft-tone red, green, and brown
brick composing the exterior walls of the building, the exterior
ornamental ceramic tile, and the unique (for the period) interior
arcade, which still possesses excellent integrity and is still used,
make this building one of the major commercial amenities of the
Missoula central business district. |

The Hammond Arcade building was constructed in 1934, when the property
was owned by the Hammond Building Company, Inc., {(founded by A. B.
Hammond) , which still owns the building. It was built to replace the
original Hammond building, which was built about 1890 and was destroyed
by fire in the early 1930s. It has been a commercial arcade building
since it was constructed and has historically contained a variety of
businesses. Some of the early businesses located in this building
include the Missoula Drug Company, the Watson Insurance Agency, and the
Arcade Fountain Lunch. The Missoula Drug Company was located on the
northeast corner of the building and also was located in the original ;
Hammond Building. . |

The Hammond Arcade was one of the few buildings constructed in

&1899 continuation sheet
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Missoula during the Depression, and was financed by the insurance money
paid with the destruction of the original Hammond Building. Its
construction provided much needed employment during the Depression and
served to stimulate the Missoula-area economy and to mitigate somewhat
the impact of the Depression on the Missoula area. The original
building was planned to be a two-story building, but economic factors
prevented the construction of the second floor. Polk City Directories
indicate that the building was a popular place to locate a business

during the 1930s, with 14 businesses located there in 1938, for
example.

The building has generally good integrity except for the remodeling of
some of the outside doors and windows, particularly- tivercuiiereial -
space at the building's northeast corner, with its exterior ceramic
tile apron. Some of the original wood frame fixed windows and the
aprons between the base of the windows and the sidewalk have been
removed and replaced with full-length plate glass windows. However, the (—.
aprons of most of the shops remain, as do some of the commercial

windows with their original wood frames and narrow metal trim, similar
to the windows of the interior arcade.




McDonald, James, and Gary Williams, Missoula Historical Resource Sur#gy. Missoula:
Porky Press, 1980.

.eod, Paul. "Significant Architecture of Downtown Missoula, Montana." Unpublished
brochure, n.d.

DSee continuation sheet
=-zvicys documentation on file (NPS):

___oreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
nas been requested [X] State historic preservation office
—__praviously listed in the National Register [_]Other State agency
___ previously determined eligible by the National Register ] Federal agency
: designaled a National Historic Landmark ) Local government
: recorged by Historic American Buildings [Duniversity
Sursey. § ] other
—“recorded by Historic American Engineering Specity repository:
Pecord # :

10. Geographical Data

reage of propery __1€§s_than one_ acre

UTM Reterences -

Ai.2] 12]711!7t6L0'|- 151_1!955[791 - NI I T T
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
C‘lllliill.|il_'illlli_| >3 T B A T R I I I A

DSee continuation sheet

Yerbal Boundary Description

Original Townsite, Block 4, Plat P (Lots 1-4).

DSee continuation sheet

Soundary Juslification

The boundary includes the city lots upon which the historic building was erected.

D See continuation sheet

"1. Form Prepared By

aamenitte William A. Babcock, dr., Missoula Historic Preservation Officer

organization __Gity of Missoula date _August 1989
street & number 201 West Spruce St. telephone _406/721-4700_ext 250

ity or town _111ssouTa state __Montana zip code 99802
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