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CORRIDOR
& SPEED STUDY 
AREAS
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SPEED STUDY
BACKGROUND
• Missoula County request for 

speed limit review on US 93.

• Speed study conducted in 2022 
from Missoula to Hamilton by 
KLJ Engineering.

• Five study area segments:
1) Lolo to Missoula.
2) Florence to Lolo.
3) Stevensville to Florence.
4) Victor to Stevensville.
5) Hamilton to Victor.

Methodology:

Roadway conditions/characteristics
• August 2022.

Vehicular classes
• 24-hour period on dates in August & September 2022.

Crash history
• Reviewed from 1/1/2016 - 12/31/2020.

Speed characteristics
• 24-hour period on dates in August & September 2022.

Full Study: 
https://bit.ly/speedstudyresults1
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SPEED STUDY

Current posted speeds are at 50th percentile. The 
50th percentile may be appropriate for developed 
areas or when roadway conditions are not favorable 
for all users. 85th percentile is typically used to set 
speed limits when roadway conditions are favorable.

Many drivers traveling faster than the speed limit.

Drivers have difficulty slowing down when 
transitioning to developed areas.
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Findings Recommendations

• No change to current speed limits on US 93.

• 55 mph speed zones should be extended to 
0.5 mile in length.

• A new 55 mph transition speed zone should 
be introduced between the existing 65 mph 
and 45 mph area south of Missoula.

• Traffic calming devices. 



CORRIDOR STUDY STATUS
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Growth and Development.

Speed Differential.

Near Misses.

Conflicts in the Center
Two-Way Left-Turn Lane 
(TWLTL).

PUBLIC & STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK 

Insufficient Gaps in Traffic.

Limited Lighting and Adverse Road Conditions.

Shared-Use Path.

Wildlife.
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CORRIDOR STUDY FINDINGS
Traffic, Safety and Crash Findings
• 65% percent of traffic travel north in the AM and south in the PM.

• 3-4% of traffic is heavy trucks.

• Missoula is a destination for approximately 32% of trucks and 72% of 

vehicles. 
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High Priority Locations
• Urban/Rural Transitions .

• Rural “S Curves”.

• Lolo Area.

• Rural Highway.
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Potential
Solutions
Intersection Strategies 

Intersection Strategies 
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Potential
Solutions
Roadway Segment Strategies

Roadway Segment Strategies 
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Potential
Solutions
Corridor-Wide Strategies

Corridor-Wide Strategies 
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Questions? Feedback?
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EMAIL
becca@bigskypublicrelations.com

CALL
406-207-4484

STAY 
IN THE 

KNOW

NEXT STEPS
Contact your County Commissioners with speed study comments.

Evaluate improvement concepts and feedback: winter 2024.

Identify feasible recommendations: spring 2024.
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