RESOLUTION ---------

A resolution of the Missoula City Council to expend $462,500 of 2018 Open Space Bond proceeds and $462,500
of anonymous open space estate gift funds, a total of $925,000, for the Dean Stone Corridor acquisition project-
to provide a new publicly accessible recreational trail and protect scenic open space and wildlife habitat, and
pay transaction and project-related costs associated with the acquisition.

Whereas, in November 2018, 63% of Missoula County voters approved the Open Space Bond measure, which
authorizes the Missoula County Commissioners to use the bond proceeds for the purposes of conserving, enjoying,
and enhancing open-space land, to include providing public access to water and land; conserving agricultural lands,
fish and wildlife habitat, and rivers, lakes, and streams; paying costs of purchasing land, easements, or other interests
in land from willing landowners and of improvements and costs related to or serving lands acquired or designated as
open space; and protecting scenic views, with $7,500,000 of the $15,000,000 total bond being allocated to the City of
Missoula within the Missoula Planning Region;

Whereas, Atrticle Il, Section 2.1 of the May 20, 2020 Interlocal Agreement between the City of Missoula and the County
of Missoula Related to Use of 2018 Open Space Bond Proceeds (Interlocal Agreement) establishes the general
purposes of the open space bond;

Whereas, this project will carry out the purposes of the 2018 Open Space Bond by providing public access to over 350
acres of open space, including approximately five new miles of recreational trail; conserving open space land and wildlife
habitat; protecting scenic views; and paying non-personnel related transaction costs and other project related costs;

Whereas, in June of 2019, the City of Missoula received an estate gift from an anonymous donor “to be used specifically
for acquisition, management, maintenance and improvement of trails traversing the wild open space in and around the
City of Missoula”;

Whereas, the letter accompanying the anonymous open space estate gift stated that “a portion of these funds might
be used to acquire open space land in the South Hills and on Mount Dean stone and for associated trail and trailhead
development on that land”;

Whereas, the City of Missoula adopted the 2019 Missoula Urban Area Open Space Plan (“Open Space Plan”), which
updated and replaced the 2006 Open Space Plan Update and provides a vision for continuing to expand upon
community open space and trail systems throughout the greater Missoula area;

Whereas, the Open Space Plan describes the upper portion of Missoula’s South Hills in which the subject property is
located as a “cornerstone,” which is defined as a priority area that encompasses high open space value and encourages
the preservation of scenic open space, wildlife habitat, rare and unique plant communities, and protection of lands for
recreation, public access, and trails;

Whereas, the 2018 Parks, Recreation, Open Space, and Trails (PROST) survey indicated that 84% of Missoula County
residents want more or better dirt trails for hiking, biking and running and 85% want more or better natural areas and
wildlife habitat;

Whereas, Our Missoula City Growth Policy (2015) recognizes that a primary, character-defining feature of Missoula is
its connection with natural and scenic resources and that outdoor recreation is an essential part of the Missoula
community’s character and way of life;

Whereas, the Dean Stone Corridor project provides significant recreational and scenic values and builds on decades
of open space and conservation work in the South Hills and Pattee Canyon area, including a connection to the adjacent
and recently acquired City-owned South Hills Spur recreation area as well as 2,500 acres of publicly accessible land
owned by The Nature Conservancy;

Whereas, the Corridor project is consistent with climate adaptation objectives, as it eliminates the threat of residential
development in a high wildfire risk area and mitigates wildfire risk related to both structures and first responders;

Whereas, the project promotes and furthers the goals of managing growth and maintaining a base of affordable housing



by limiting development to the urban core where services can be provided in a cost efficient manner, as opposed to the
wildland urban interface where service provision is costly;

Whereas, Mount Dean Stone is a prominent feature of the southern scenic backdrop to the Missoula Valley and visually
connects residents to the Pattee Creek and Miller Creek areas and the Bitterroot Valley to the south;

Whereas, the Corridor encompasses a combination of open grasslands and a diversity of coniferous forest that provides
foraging habitat and cover for a variety of wildlife species;

Whereas, Missoula Parks and Recreation is actively seeking new locations for operating its many outdoor education
and recreation programs and the Dean Stone Corridor property will provide a new and suitable location in which to hold
those programs, which will allow people of all ages and abilities the opportunity to grow, experience, learn, and enjoy
the natural world in an affordable manner;

Whereas, public open spaces and trails are community assets that promote social equality and are available to all
citizens regardless of race, color, national origin, ancestry, religion, creed, sex, age, marital or familial status, physical
or mental disability, sexual orientation, gender identity or gender expression;

Whereas, quality trails and trailheads provide education, stewardship, and protection of important resources while
also providing significant benefits of health and welfare, reduction of congestion, and access for all;

Whereas, conservation lands are generally managed as natural areas, including riparian corridors along creeks and
rivers, wetlands, grasslands, open or wooded hillsides, but both large and small scale conservation lands provide for
relief from the urban environment, nature connectedness, active outdoor recreation, as well as opportunity for
contemplation;

Whereas, on March 10, 2020, a quorum of the City’s Parks and Recreation Board recognized the gift of a trail on Mount
Dean Stone from Five Valleys Land Trust, including recognition of long term management by the City, pending Open
Space Advisory Committee (OSAC) and Council approval of the acquisition as well as development of a recreation
management plan and confirmation that the trail meets City specifications by the Conservation Land Advisory
Committee (CLAC);

Whereas, on March 12, 2020, a quorum of OSAC voted unanimously to recommend that City Council authorize the
expenditure of up to $462,500 of 2018 Open Space Bond proceeds and $462,500 of anonymous open space estate
gift funds, a total of $925,000, for the Dean Stone Corridor acquisition project- to provide a new publicly accessible
recreational trail and protect scenic open space and wildlife habitat, and pay transaction and project-related costs
associated with the acquisition;

Now therefore, be it resolved that the Missoula City Council hereby approves the expenditure of $462,500 of 2018
Open Space Bond proceeds and $462,500 of anonymous open space estate gift funds, a total of $925,000, for
the Dean Stone Corridor acquisition project-to provide a new publicly accessible recreational trail and protect
scenic open space and wildlife habitat, and pay transaction and project-related costs associated with the
acquisition.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this day of December, 2020.

ATTEST: APPROVED:
Martha L. Rehbein John Engen
Legislative Services Director/City Clerk Mayor
(SEAL)



