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Bond Purposes

General Purpose of the 2018 Open Space Bonds
• Conserving, enjoying, and enhancing open-space land, to include 

providing public access to water and land; 
• Conserving agricultural lands, fish and wildlife habitat, and rivers 

lakes and streams;
• Protecting scenic views;
• Making improvements to lands acquired or designated as open space 

that are accessible to the public;
• Paying costs of purchasing land, easements, or other interests in land 

from willing landowners and of improvements and costs related to or 
serving lands acquired or designated as open space, including 
transaction and project costs and fees, all with citizen input, and 
costs associated with the sale and issuance of the bonds.



City “Undertakings”

• River Restoration and Access
• Acquisition of Fee Land, Easements or Other Interests in Land
• Reforestation and Restoration of Open Space Lands
• Conservation Lands Trails and Trailheads
• Trails connecting urban areas to open space lands
• Joint Undertakings

• Specific details of each Open Space Undertaking will be determined as part 
of developing the project proposal, and will be presented to the appropriate 
governing bodies, following public input, prior to approval of bond funding 
for the Open Space Project.



River Restoration and Access Undertaking

• Funds will be used to provide sustainable river access, riverbank 
restoration and mitigation of impacts from public use of rivers, 
including providing public access to water and land and conserving 
rivers, lakes and streams.

• Initial project will include completing a master plan for the Clark Fork 
River corridor focused on Hellgate Canyon to Russell Street, and 
implementing the plan to guide restoration and use of this urban 
section of the Clark Fork River.

• This undertaking will meet the purpose of the Bonds by paying costs 
to conserve and enhance open-space land by providing public access 
to water, conserving fish and wildlife habitat and conserving rivers, 
lakes and streams, and by making improvements to land acquired or 
designated as open-space land, including transaction and project 
costs and fees, all with citizen input.





# of Access Points Linear Feet of Erosion

South Bank 48 361

North Bank 32 272

Total 90 633







Acquisition of Fee Land, Easements or Other 
Interests in Land Undertaking

• Priorities include, but are not limited to, protecting anchor areas, corridors or urban 
green spaces, protecting wildlife habitat and wildlife movement corridors, protecting 
cultural and historic lands, providing access to land and water, protecting agricultural 
land and land in or near open space cornerstones, as shown in the 2019 open space 
chapter of the PROST Plan, acquiring lands that promote social equity by increasing 
the acres of parks, trails and open space lands in underserved areas, as described in 
the 2004 Master Parks Plan and 2019 PROST plan, and provide parks, trails and open 
space lands within a ten minute walk from any neighborhood in the Missoula Urban 
Area.

• Projects carried out as part of this undertaking will meet multiple purposes of the 
Bonds including: providing funds to pay costs of conserving, enjoying, and enhancing 
open-space land, to include providing public access to water and land; conserving 
agricultural lands, fish and wildlife habitat, and rivers, lakes, and streams; protecting 
scenic views; and making improvements to lands acquired or designated as open 
space that are accessible to the public, by purchasing land, easements, or other 
interests in land from willing landowners and paying for improvements and costs 
related to or serving lands acquired or designated as open space, including 
transaction and project costs and fees, all with citizen input.



Reforestation and Restoration of Open-Space 
Lands Undertaking

• Restore tree canopy lost to ageing and dying forests on lands designated 
or acquired as open-space lands, including public parks, greenways and 
other open space.  The project will maximize the benefits of trees, 
including helping provide clean air and water, shade and other mitigation 
of impacts of climate change.  The funds will be leveraged with funding 
from other sources, and the project will focus on risk management, tree 
health, social equity and habitat restoration, and will entail the 
following:

• Plant approximately 650 new trees on the following open-space lands:  
Northside Park, Westside Park, Little McCormick Park, Sacajawea Park, 
McCormick Park, Franklin Park, Bonner Park, Pheasant Run Park, 
Bitterroot Trail corridor, Northside Greenway, and along the Milwaukee 
Trail east and west, or other open-space lands, determined through tree 
assessment, urban forest master plan, social equity opportunities and 
neighborhood adopted tree plans.







Conservation Lands Trails and Trailheads 
Undertaking

• Restore trails and trailheads, decommission or rebuild trails, add 
infrastructure including but not limited to maps, kiosks, signs, sanitation or 
other infrastructure necessary for public use.

• The first anticipated project is the Waterworks Hill Trailhead Access and 
Improvements project, which includes construction of a new trail, trailhead 
infrastructure, signs, sanitation facilities and restoration of the public 
trailhead.

• Projects carried out as part of this undertaking will meet multiple purposes 
of the Bonds including: providing funds to pay costs of conserving, enjoying, 
and enhancing open-space land, to include providing public access to water 
and land; conserving agricultural lands, fish and wildlife habitat, and rivers, 
lakes, and streams; protecting scenic views; and making improvements to 
lands acquired or designated as open space that are accessible to the public, 
by purchasing land, easements, or other interests in land from willing 
landowners and paying for improvements and costs related to or serving 
lands acquired or designated as open space, including transaction and 
project costs and fees, all with citizen input.





“Trailheads are the last place where we can manage our users” 

Significant erosion

Inadequate parking Poor signage

Trip hazards

No trail map





Trails Undertaking

• Acquire new land for trails or improve trails on open-space land, with 
a focus on existing pathways that provide essential connections to 
open space and conservation lands.  Projects will provide benefits 
including energy conservation, reducing traffic congestion, improved 
air and water quality, and social and health equity.



Joint Undertakings

• A Joint Undertaking may be proposed when City Lead Staff and 
County Lead Staff determine an Open Space Project is of mutual 
benefit to both City and County residents wish to give Council and 
Board an opportunity to review for potential approval for joint 
funding.  

• The facts supporting a joint project, including its mutual benefit to 
City and County, will be presented to open space committees and 
Council and Board will each separately determine whether the 
proposal is suitable as a Joint Project with funding from both the City 
and the County’s portion of the Bonds, and the appropriate 
contribution of funds from the City and the County’s portions of the 
Bonds, as described in Section 2.2.
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